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@ Optimum route determination apparatus. 



(57) An optimum route detenmi nation apparatus comprises a plurality of specific points selected from a 
road map on tlie basis of a fixed criterion, and an optimum route leading to each destination in which 
one of the specific points is a departure point and which has been calculated in advance. A route 
memory (38) has a route table in which data of an initial route (P1^p11^p12^p13^P2) leading from 
the one (P1) of the specific points to at least the next specific point (P2) through which the optimum 
route passes are stored in correspondence with the each destination and the one of the specific points. 
An initialization unit (6) is provided for setting a destination (p42), a specific point (P1) near to a vehicle's 
current location, and specific points (P2, P3, P4) along the optimum route. An initial route acquisition 
unit (7) is provided for retrieving the route table to acquire the data of the initial route in accordance 
with the destination (p42) and the specific point (P1, P2, P3 or P4) set by the initialization unit (6). 
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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an optimum route determination apparatus which, according to a desti- 
nation set by a vehicle operator, reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that desti- 
5 nation out of a road map memory and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to 
the destination based on the road map data. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

10 There is known a route guidance apparatus that is designed for displaying the location and heading of a 

vehicle on the picture screen of a display in order to meet the convenience of travel on unfamiliar areas and 
travel at night. The route guidance apparatus comprises a display, a heading sensor, a distance sensor, a road 
map memory, and a computer, which are mounted in a vehicle. The route guidance apparatus detects a vehicle 
location based on the coincidence of the travel distance data inputted from the distance sensor with the road 

15 pattern stored in the road map memory, and displays this vehicle location and a destination on the display, 
together with road map. In this apparatus, a route leading from a departure point to a destination is judged by 
the vehicle operator. 

However, in very recent years, there has been proposed a vehicle navigation system which, according to 
a destination entered by a vehicle operator, automatically calculates a route from a departure point to that des- 

20 tination and which displays the automatically calculated route on the display before or during travel. 

As the above mentioned automatic calculation method of a route leading from a departure point to a des- 
tination, there is a so-called "Dijkstra" method (Dirck Von VI let, "Improved Shortest Path Algorithm for Trans- 
portation Network", Transportation Research, Vol. 12, 1978). In this method, a road that is intended for route 
calculation is divided into a plurality of roads (links) that are interconnected by nodes. A start point is a node 

25 or link nearest to a departure point, and an end point is a node or link nearest to a destination. This method 
assumes a tree of links leading from the start point to the end point and successively adds link costs of all the 
links constituting the tree to calculate a route which reaches the destination and whose added link costs are 
smallest. In evaluating the link cost, a travel distance, travel time, whether freeways are used or not, number 
of turns, probability of travel on major arteries, avoidance of zones where traffic accidents occur frequently, 

30 driver's interest and so on are taken into consideration. If route calculation is performed by this method, a route 
that reaches a destination can be obtained as long as a route leading from a departure point to the destination 
exists. 

However, in the "Dijkstra" method described above, the time required for route calculation depends upon 
the number of nodes and links. Therefore, this method has its disadvantages in that a substantial time is 
35 required until the route calculation is completed, because a great number of nodes and links normally exist be- 
tween a departure point and a destination. 

It is, accordingly, an important object of the present invention to provide an optimum route determination 
apparatus which makes it possible to obtain an optimum route quickly even if route calculation is not performed, 
in a case where road map data are read out of a road map memory in accordance with a destination set by a 
40 vehicle operator and then a route leading from a departure point to that destination is calculated. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The foregoing object is accomplished in accordance with the present invention by providing an optimum 
45 route determination apparatus comprising a plurality of specific points selected from a road map on the basis 
of a fixed criterion, an optimum route leading to each destination in which one of the specific points is a departure 
point and which has been calculated in advance, and a route memory having a route table in which data of an 
initial route leading from the one of the specific points to at least the next specific point through which the 
optimum route passes are stored in correspondence with the each destination and the one of the specific points. 
50 The optimum route determination apparatus further comprises initialization means for setting a destination, a 
specific point near to a vehicle's cunrent location and specific points along the optimum route, and initial route 
acquisition means for retrieving the route table to acquire the data of the initial route in accordance with the 
destination and the specific point set by the initialization means. When the same initial route is stored with res- 
pect to different destinations, the route table of the route memory has stored therein the same initial route in 
55 correspondence with an aggregation of the different destinations. 

According to the optimum route determination apparatus, if a destination is set by a vehicle operator and 
a specific point near to a vehicle' current location is set, the initial route acquisition means retrieves the route 
table, so that an initial route starting from the specific point near to a vehicle' current location can be acquired. 
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This initial route is a part of an optimum route leading to tlie destination set by tine vehicle operator and 
leads from the specific point to a vehicle' current location to at least the next specific point through which the 
optimum route passes. Therefore, the vehicle can be guided from a specific point to the next specific point by 
displaying the initial route to the vehicle operator. 
5 Next, if the next specific point on the optimum route is set by the initialization means, the initial route acquisi- 

tion means is able to acquire the next initial route starting from that next specific point which is a part of the 
optimum route leading to the destination. 

Therefore, the next initial route starting from the next specific point can be displayed to the vehicle operator. 

In the same way, consecutive initial routes can be displayed to the vehicle operator, and finally the entire 
10 optimum route leading to the destination can be displayed. As a consequence, the optimum route leading to 
the destination is determined without route calculation and within a short period of time. 

In addition, with respect to different destinations, the same initial route has been stored in conrespondence 
with an aggregation of the different destinations. Even if destinations are different from one another, there are 
some cases where a vehicle travels the same initial route if the destinations are located in the same direction. 
15 Therefore, if different destinations each have the same initial route, data of a single initial route have been stored 
with respect to an aggregation of the different destinations in order to save the capacity of a memory. 

The above mentioned destination may also be selected from all points constituting the road map data and 
from several points set with a fixed criterion in accordance with destinations to which a vehicle operator fre- 
quently travels. 

20 The above mentioned specific points are preferable to be selected from main points on the road map, but 

they may also be selected from all points on the road map. 

Also, the route table may store not only data of an initial route leading from a specific point to the next speci- 
fic point but also data of an initial route leading from a specific point to the next but one specific point. 

Road map data may comprise combination of nodes and links, and points on the road map may be specified 

25 by the links or nodes. 

The route table of the route memory may have stored therein data of the initial route as a distance between 
the departure point and the destination is longer than a predetermined distance. 

In addition, in an optimum route detenmination apparatus which, according to a destination set by a vehicle 
operator, reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that destination out of a road map 

30 memory and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to the destination based on 
the road map data, the optimum route determination apparatus according to the present invention comprises 
a plurality of specific points selected from the road map data on the basis of a fixed criterion, an optimum route 
from each departure point in which one of the specific points is a destination and which has been calculated 
in advance, and a route memory having a route table in which data of an end route between the one of the 

35 specific points and at least the next specific point through which the optimum route passes are stored in cor- 
respondence with the each departure point and the one of the specific points. The optimum route determination 
apparatus further comprises initialization means for setting a departure point, a specific point near to a desti- 
nation of a trip and specific points along the optimum route, and initial route acquisition means for retrieving 
the route table to acquire the data of the end route in accordance with the departure point and the specific point 

40 set by the initialization means. When the same end route is stored with respect to different destinations, the 
route table of the route memory has stored therein the same end route in correspondence with an aggregation 
of the different destinations. 

In this case, there is only a difference in that the end routes are obtained in succession from the side of 
the destination. Therefore, by displaying consecutive end routes, an optimum route leading from a destination 

45 to a departure point can be obtained. Therefore, in the embodiments of the present invention, a description will 
be made as to how the initial route is acquired from the departure point side. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



50 The above and other objects and advantages will become apparent from the following detailed description 

when read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a map used to explain howan optimum route detenmination apparatus of the present inven- 
tion is operated; 

FIG. 2(a) illustrates leaving links by which a crossroads is specified; 
55 FIG. 2(b) illustrates approach links by which a crossroads is specified; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a route guidance apparatus for implementing an optimum route deter- 
mination of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating how a vehicle is guided along an optimum route; 
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FIG. 5 illustrates a mesh map used to explain the structure of a route table that is used in a second embo- 
diment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a part-enlarged diagram of the mesh map of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 illustrates a map divided with polar coordinates instead of meshes; and 
5 FIG. 8 illustrates areas adjacent to a freeway that can be used to express destinations having the same 

initial route. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

10 Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown a preferred embodiment of an optimum route detemni nation apparatus 

in accordance with the present invention. The optimum route determination apparatus of the present invention 
is incorporated into a route guidance apparatus which displays an optimum route on the display and guides a 
vehicle with the aid of a speech output. 

The route guidance apparatus, as shown in FIG. 3, comprises a display 1, a console 2, a heading sensor 

15 1 0, a distance sensor 9, a road map memory 3A having road map data stored therein, a route memory 3B having 
a route table stored therein, a memory drive 4 for reading stored data out of the memories 3A and 3B, and a 
locator 1 1 . The route guidance apparatus further comprises a processing unit 7 (this processing unit also func- 
tions initial route acquisition means) for searching an initial route, reading out a road map of a predetermined 
area, generating display data for guiding a vehicle, controlling a speech output unit 15 and for controlling the 

20 locator 1 1 , a main memory 8 for storing the display data outputted from the processing unit 7, an output con- 
troller 12 for controlling the display 1 , and an initialization unit 6 for setting initial data inputted from the console 
2. 

The above mentioned console 2 has a keyboard (not shown) which allows a vehicle operator to start and 
stop the route guidance apparatus, to move a cursor on the picture screen of the display 1 , to enter initial data 
25 such as a destination and to scroll the road map displayed on the picture screen. 

The heading sensor 1 0 is one which senses a change in the heading of the vehicle as it moves over streets. 
A magnetic sensor, a gyro or the like can be used as a heading sensor. 

The distance sensor 9 is used to senses distances travelled by the vehicle. The distance sensor 9, for 
example, comprises a vehicle speed sensor which senses the speed of the vehicle, or one or more wheel sen- 
30 sors which sense the rotation of the wheels of the vehicle. 

The locator 1 1 integrates the distance data sensed by the distance sensor 9 and the heading change data 
sensed by the heading sensor 10 to calculate travel track data, and detects a vehicle location by comparing 
the travel track data with road patterns stored in the road map memory 3A (road matching method). It is noted 
that a beacon receiver or GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver may be added in order to increase an accu- 
35 racy in the location detection. 

The display 1 has a touch panel 5 attached on the picture screen such as a CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) and 
crystalline panel. 

The memories 3A and 3B are each constituted by mass storage medium memories such as CD-ROMs, IC 
memory cards and magnetic tapes. 

40 The road map memory 3A divides road map (containing freeways, arteries, streets, etc.) into meshes and 

stores therein combination data of nodes and links at the unit of each mesh. The road map memory 3A may 
also store therein background data such as railways, rivers, place-names, famous facilities, points prestored 
by a vehicle operator, contours and the like. The above mentioned meshes divide Japanese road map with a 
longitude difference of 1 degree and a latitude difference of 40 minutes, and comprise primary meshes each 

45 having longitudinal and lateral distances of about 80 km x 80 km and secondary meshes each having longitu- 
dinal and lateral distances of about 10 km x 10 km. As shown in FIG. 5, each primary mesh is constituted by 
64 secondary meshes. 

The node is referred to as a coordinate position for specifying a junction or turn of a road. In some cases, 
nodes representing junctions are called Junction nodes and nodes representing turns of a road other than junc- 

50 tions are called interpolation point nodes. Data of a node contain a node number, addresses of nodes of sur- 
rounding blocks corresponding to that node and an address of a link connected to that node. Links are 
interconnected by nodes. Data of a link contain a link number, addresses of the start point and end point nodes 
of the link, a link distance, a link heading, time needed for travelling the link, road classification (freeways, 
arteries, streets, etc.), road width, and traffic restrictions such as one-way street and turn restriction. 

55 Thus, since the data of a link contain the addresses of the start point and end joint nodes of the link, a 

point or position can be specified by only the data of a link. When a link start point is specified by a link, that 
link is referred to as "a leaving link". When, on the other hand, a link end point is specified by a link, that link 
is referred to as "an approach link". In addition, since the data of a link contain a link heading, the heading of 
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a vehicle can also be specified by specifying a single link. FIG. 2(a) shows 4 leaving links by which a crossroads 
is specified, while FIG. 2(b) shows 4 approach links by which a crossroads is specified. 

In the embodinnent of FIG. 1, the leaving links are used to specify a point or position. 

From specific links respectively corresponding to a main intersection, leisure facility, station, parking area, 
5 on-ramp or off-ramp of a freeway, service area and bean on a street, an optimum route leading to all links cor- 
responding to a destination is calculated in advance (for example, before optimum route determination apparat- 
uses are shipped from the factory) in accordance with route calculation conditions (shortest time route, shortest 
distance route, etc.). The calculated optimum route is constituted by a plurality of link rows each comprising 
an initial route leading from the above mentioned specific link to at least the next specific link. The link rows 
10 are stored in the route memory 3B in conrespondence with the link conresponding the destination and the speci- 
fic links. 

The operation of the optimum route detemnination apparatus will hereinafter be described in detail. 
FIG. 1 shows a map used to explain how the optimum route determination apparatus is operated. The leav- 
ing links in the junctions of a networked road Rare indicated by the arrows of FIG. 1 . The leaving link denoted 

15 by a captital letter P (e.g., P1 , P2, etc.) represents a specific link corresponding to a main intersection, and the 
leaving link denoted by a small letter p (e.g., p1 1 , p12, etc.) represents a link corresponding to an intersection 
other than the main intersection. 

Initialization will be performed as follows. If road map containing a departure point P entered by a vehicle 
operator is displayed, the vehicle operator scrolls the road map to search a destination Q, if necessary, and 

20 then touches a display position of the destination Q. The touched position is inputted to the intialization unit 6, 
in which a current position P of the vehicle outputted from the locator 1 1 is also stored. In obtaining an optimum 
route from the departure point P to the destination Q, the processing unit 7 sets a specific link nearest to the 
departure point P (in the embodiment of FIG. 1, P1) and also sets a link p42 corresponding to the destination 
Q, based on data from the initialization unit 6. 

25 After the initialization has been perfonmed as described above, the processing unit 7 returns the road map 

being displayed back to the road map containing the departure point P and retrieves the route memory 3B. In 
the route memory 3B, link rows each having an initial route starting from a specific link have been stored as a 
route table for the destination link p42. An example of the route table is shown in Table 1 . 

30 TABLE 1 

Destination Link p42 



Departure Point Link Row of Initial Route 
35 Link 



PI 


PI, 


Pll, 


pl2, 


pl3 


P2 


P2, 


P21, 


p22 




P3 


P3, 


p31. 


P32, 


p33 


P4 


P4, 


p41. 


p42 





The processing unit 7 first reads a link row ofP1,p11,p12 and p13 of an initial route conresponding to the 
departure point link P1 out of the route memory 3B through the memory drive 4. As a consequence, there can 

45 be obtained an initial route P1 ^ p1 1 ^ p12 ^ p13 in which the departure point link P1 is a departure point. 
This initial route may be displayed immediately, or after an entire route has been obtained. 

Next, by the time the vehicle reaches the specific link P2 (for example, signal waiting time of an intersection 
may be used, or time before departure may be used), the processing unit 7 reads a link row of P2, p21 and 
p22 of an initial route corresponding to the specific link P2 out of the route memory 3B. As a consequence, an 

50 initial route P2 p21 p22 in which the specific link P2 is a departure point. This route may also be displayed 
immediately, or after an entire route has been obtained. In the same way, an initial route P3 p31 p33 in 
which the specific link P3 is a departure point can be obtained and displayed. Finally, an initial route P4 p41 
p42 in which the specific link P4 is a departure point can be obtained and displayed. In this way, all the route 
data from the departure point link P1 to the destination link p42 can be obtained and displayed. 

55 In the above mentioned case, a route from the departure point P to the first specific point P1 cannot be 

displayed immediately to a vehicle operator because it is not stored in the above mentioned route table. How- 
ever, since that route is nomially a short distance and if route calculation is performed in a conventional manner, 
there will be no problem because an optimum route can be obtained within a relatively short period of time. 
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Since the departure point P is very near to tlie first specific point P1, there is no possibility that the vehicle 
operator gets lost, and there are some cases where display of the specific link P1 alone is quite enough. In 
addition, in a case where a distance between a departure point and a destination is short, route calculation 
may be performed without storing the above mentioned initial routes in the route table. The reason is that, if 
5 the initial routes are stored when a distance between a departure point and a destination is short, the capacity 
of a memory will be increased. If a short distance, it will not take a long time to calculate and obtain an optimum 
route. 

FIG. 4 illustrates how a vehicle is guided along an optimum route. In step S1, road map containing a ve- 
hicle's current location is obtained from the road map memory 3A, and in step S2 the road map is drawn on 

10 the frame memory in accordance with a predetermined magnification rate. Then, in step S3 the data of the above 
mentioned initial route is read out of the route memory 3B in the manner described above. In step S4, it is deter- 
mined whether the initial route is obtained or not. When the initial route is not obtained (this occurs, as previously 
described, when a distance between a departure point and a destination is short and an initial route is not stored 
in the route table), the step S4 advances to step S7, in which only a current location mark of the vehicle is drawn 

15 on the frame memory. In step S8, the contents of the frame memory are displayed on the display 1. At this 
time, a route, which is obtained by performing an ordinary route calculation, may also be displayed. When in 
the step S4 the initial route is obtained, the step S4 advances to step S5, in which the initial route is drawn on 
the road map being displayed, with the aid of the above mentioned link row. Then, in step S6 the initial route 
is displayed along roads with the aid of heading vectors. 

20 FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate a second embodiment of the present invention in which the approach links are used 

to specify a point or position. 

From specific links respectively corresponding to a main intersection, leisure facility, station, parking area, 
on-ramp or off-ramp of a freeway, service area and bean on a street, an optimum route leading to all links cor- 
responding to a destination is calculated in advance (for example, before optimum route determination apparat- 

25 uses are shipped from the factory) in accordance with route calculation conditions (shortest time route, shortest 
distance route, etc.). The calculated optimum route is constituted by a plurality of link rows each comprising 
an initial route leading from the above mentioned specific link to at least the next specific link. The link rows 
are stored in the route memory 3B in correspondence with the specific links and the mesh to which the desti- 
nation belongs. 

30 The structure of the route memory 3B of the second embodiment of the present invention will hereinafter 

be described in detail in conjunction with drawings and tables. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a primary mesh M1 , and primary meshes M2 and M3 adjacent to the mesh M1 . The specific 

points along roads are defined by the approach links (e.g., PO, P1, P2, etc.) indicated by the bold arrows of 

FIG. 5. Assume now that a departure point link PO (specific link nearest to a departure point) is in one secondary 
35 mesh m1 on the primary mesh M1. It is also assumed that the secondary meshes adjacent to the secondary 

mesh m1 are m2-m9, respectively, and the secondary mesh not adjacent to the secondary mesh m1 is, for 

example, m10. In addition, arbitrary second ary meshes on the primary mesh M2 adjacent to the primary mesh 

M1 are assumed to be m21 and m22, respectively. 

The secondary meshes m1-m9 are enlarged and shown in FIG. 6. In FIG. 6, a normal link other than the 
40 above mentioned specific link is indicated by a small letter p (e.g., p1 1, p12, etc.). 

When, for example, destinations are in the adjacent secondary mesh m2, an optimum route L1 leading to 

each destination (only links Q1, Q2 and Q3 corresponding to three destinations are shown) is shown in FIG. 

6. The optimum routes L1 for the destinations Q1, Q2 and Q3 each have the same departure point link PO and 

the same initial route 11, which initial route 11 is continuous to the link PO and consists of p11, p12 and PI. In 
45 that case, in the route table, the same initial routes 11 are respectively stored for different destinations Q1, Q2 

and Q3. 

Next, when, as shown in FIG. 5, destinations are in the same primary mesh Ml but they are in the secondary 
mesh not adjacent, for example, the secondary mesh mIO, it is assumed that optimum routes L2 leading to 
each destination (only links Q4 and Q5 corresponding to two destinations are shown) each have the same 
50 departure point link PO and the same initial route 12 consisting of p21, p22, p23 and P2 (FIG. 6). In that case, 
all the destination links such as Q4 and Q5 in the secondary mesh m10 are combined into one, and the initial 
route 12 is stored in correspondence with the secondary mesh mIO. 

When destinations are in another primary mesh, for example, the primary mesh M2 adjacent to the primary 
mesh Ml and when the optimum routes L3 leading to each destination (only links Q6 and Q7 corresponding 
55 to two destinations are shown) each have the same departure point link PO and the same initial route 13 con- 
tinuous to the link PO and consisting of p31 , p32, p33, p34 and P3, all the destination links in the adjacent primary 
mesh M2 are combined into one and the initial route 13 is stored in correspondence with the primary mesh MI2. 

The structure of the route table will hereinafter be described in detail. The route table has four kinds of 

6 



EP 0 485 120 A2 



blocks that are defined each departure point link. That four kinds of blocks comprise a primary mesh block, a 
secondary mesh block, a link block and an initial route block. The number of the primary mesh blocks is one 
with respect to one departure point link. The secondary mesh blocks correspond in number to the primary 
meshes. The number of the link blocks is equal to the total numberof a secondary mesh containing a departure 
point link and the secondary meshes surrounding that secondary mesh. The numberof the initial route blocks 
is one, and data of all initial routes whose starting points are a departure point link are stored in the initial route 
block. 

The primary mesh block has addresses to other blocks in correspondence with each primary mesh. For 
instance, if it is assumed that a departure point is PO, the primary mesh M1 to which that link PO belongs has 
a relative address of the secondary mesh block conres ponding to the primary mesh M1. In the case of the prim- 
ary mesh M2 to which the departure point link PO does not belong, it has a relative address of initial route data 
(which have been stored in the initial route block) corresponding to that primary mesh MI2. An example of the 
primary mesh block is shown in Table 2. 

TABLE Z 



Primary Mesh Block 
(Departure Point Link PO) 

Mesh Number Relative Address of Secondary Mesh 
Block or Initial Route Block 



Ml Secondary Mesh Block Address: 

#ml 
#m2 



#m9 



M2 


Initial 
#13 


Route 


Block 


Address : 


M3 


Initial 
#12 


Route 


Block 


Address : 


• • • • • • 



The secondary mesh block also addresses to other blocks in correspondence with each secondary mesh. 
For instance, the secondary mesh m1 to which the departure point link PO belongs and the secondary mesh 
m2-m9 surrounding the secondary mesh m1 correspond to relative addresses to link blocks conresponding to 
the secondary meshes m1-m9. The secondary mesh m1 0 not adjacent to the secondary mesh m1 corresponds 
to a relative address of an initial route conresponding to the secondary mesh m1 0. An example of the secondary 
mesh block is shown in Table 3. 
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TABLE 3 



Secondary Mesh Block 

(Departure Point Link PO , Primary Mesh Ml) 


Mesh Number 


Address of Link Block or 
Initial Route Block 


ml 


Relative Address of Link Block: 
#L1 


ml 


#L2 




m9 


#L9 


mlO 


Initial Route Block Address: 
#12 





The link block is set every secondary mesh, and in correspondence with each link in the secondary mesh 
to which the link block belongs, has a address of an initial route block leading a departure point link PO to that 
each link. An example of the link block corresponding to the secondary mesh m2 is shown in Table 4. 

TABLE 4 



Link Block 

(Departure Point Link PO, Primary Mesh Ml, 
Secondary Mesh m2 ) 



Mesh Number 


Address of Initial Route Block 


Ql 


#11 


Q2 


#12 


Q3 


#13 


• • • • • • 



The initial route block stores therein data of all initial routes (e.g., 11, 12, 13, etc.) whose departure points 
are the departure point link PO. An example of the initial route block is shown in Table 5. 
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TABLE 5 



Initial Route Block 
(Departure Point Link PO ) 



Address of Initial 


Initial Route Data 


Route Data 




#11 


pll, pl2, PI 


#12 


p21, p22, p23, P2 


#13 


p31, p32, p33, p34, P3 





The operation of the optimum route determination of the second embodiment of the present invention will 
hereinafter be described in conjunction with FIGS. 5 and 6. 

20 Initialization will be performed as follows. If road map containing a departure point P entered by a vehicle 

operator is displayed, the vehicle operator scrolls the road map to search a destination, if necessary, and then 
touches a display position of the destination. The touched position is inputted to the intialization unit6, in which 
a current position P of the vehicle outputted from the locator 11 is also stored. In obtaining an optimum route 
from the departure point P to the destination, the processing unit 7 sets a specific link nearest to the departure 

25 point P (in the second embodiment, PO) and also sets a destination I ink corresponding to the destination, based 
on data from the initialization unit 6. 

After the initialization has been perfonmed as described above, the processing unit 7 returns the road map 
being displayed back to the road map containing the departure point P and retrieves the route tables of the 
route memory 38. 

30 In a case where a destination link is in other primary meshes, for example, the primary mesh M2, the pro- 

cessing unit 7 first reads an address #13 of an initial route block corresponding to the mesh number M2 out of 
the primary mesh block of the route memory 38 through the memory drive 4 (Table 2). Next, data p31, p32, 
p33, p34 and P3 corresponding to the address #13 are accessed out of the initial route block (Table 5). As a 
consequence, a route p31 p32 p33 p34 in which the start point thereof is the departure point link PO 

35 can be specified as an initial route. This initial route will be displayed on the display 1, as will be described 
later. 

In a case where a destination link is within the same primary mesh and within a secondary mesh not sur- 
rounding the secondary mesh containing the departure point PO, for example, mIO, the processing unit 7 reads 
the mesh number Ml and the secondary mesh block #m 10 out of the primary mesh block of the route memory 

40 38 (Table 2). Based on the secondary mesh block #m10, an address #12 of an initial route block corresponding 
to the mesh number mIO is then obtained (Table 3). Based on that initial route block, data p21 , p22, p23 and 
P2 corresponding to the address #12 are acquired (Table 5). 

In a case where a destination link is within the same primary mesh and within the same secondary mesh 
or surrounding secondary mesh, for example, m2, the processing unit 7 reads the mesh number Ml and the 

45 secondary mesh block #m2 out of the primary mesh block of the route memory 38 (Table 2). Based on the 
secondary mesh block #m2, a link block corresponding to the mesh number m2 is then accessed. Based on 
that link block, a destination link, for example, Q2 is accessed, and an address #11 of an initial route block is 
obtained (Table 4). Further, the initial route block is accessed and data p11, p12 and PI conresponding to the 
initial route block is acquired (Table 5). 

50 In the manner described above, for any destination, the route tables are retrieved and initial route data can 

be acquired. 

As shown in Table 3, With respect to a slightly far destination that is within the same primary mesh and 
within a secondary mesh not surrounding the secondary mesh containing a departure point, one initial route 
is stored every secondary mesh. Also, with respect to a far destination that is located in a different primary mesh, 
55 one initial route is stored every primary mesh, as shown inTable2. As a consequence, the capacity of a memory 
can be greatly saved. 

However, with respect to short destinations that are within the same primary mesh and within the same or 
surrounding secondary mesh, the same addresses #11 of an initial route block are respectively stored for des- 
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tinations Q1 , Q2 and Q3, as will be understood from Table 3. The reason is that an amount of data to be stored 
is not large, because the area of the same or surrounding secondary mesh is limited. However, it is possible 
to combine into one information as in the case of far destinations, if initial routes can be combined together 
with respect these short destinations. 

5 In the embodiment described above, the question is whether all destination links within other primary 

meshes or all destination links within other secondary meshes not surrounding always have the same initial 
route. However, even in the case of not having the same initial route, an initial route that most of destination 
links have in common has been reckoned as an initial route corresponding to all destination links within those 
meshes. If the principle of majority decision such as this is accepted, there will be some cases where the reck- 

10 oned initial route is not a part of an optimum route for some destinations. However, since, as shown in FIG. 5, 
each destination is located toward the same direction as that of the departure point, the initial route decided 
by the above mentioned majority decision will not be departed greatly from the optimum route. Therefore, there 
is no problem for practical use. 

It is noted that, in addition to the majority decision, a representative point within a mesh is set and an initial 

15 route having that point may also be reckoned as an initial route corresponding to that mesh. In addition, instead 
of determining an initial route uniformly, it is also possible that a vehicle operator selects one from among a 
plurality of initial routes. 

As previously described, in accordance with the present invention, an optimum route leading from each of 
the above mentioned specific links to each destination link has been calculated in advance, and only initial 

20 routes, each of which is a part of the calculated optimum route, have been stored in the route table of the route 
memory 3B constituted by a mass storage medium memory such as a CD-ROM, IC memory card and magnetic 
tape. Therefore, if a destination is inputted by a vehicle operator, an initial route leading to that destination can 
be displayed immediately with the aid of the route table. By the time that the vehicle travels the initial route, 
the following initial route is displayed. Finally, the optimum route leading to the destination can be displayed. 

25 Further, with respect to destinations that have the same initial route, one initial route has been stored in accord- 
ance with the present invention. As a consequence, the capacity of a memory for storing initial routes can be 
greatly saved. 

Although, in the above mentioned embodiments, mesh structure has been used to express destinations 
having the same initial route, it is also possible to use a straight distance r and a heading 9 from a specific point 

30 that is a departure point, as shown in FIG. 7. In the case of r ^ r1 , initial routes are not combined into one. In 
the case of r1 < r ^ r2, an area between r1 and r2 is divided every a predetermined angle 91 . In the case of r2 
< r ^ r3, an area between r2 and r3 is divided every a predetermined angle 02 greater than 91. In the case of 
r3 > r, it is also possible to divide every a further greater angle 93. Furthermore, in a case where a route leading 
to a destination includes a freeway, areas adjacent to the off-ramp of the freeway can be used to express des- 

35 tinations having the same initial route, as shown in FIG. 8. In that case, areas having the same off-ramp are 
combined into one by actually calculating routes. 

In addition, although in the embodiments the links have been used to specify a point or position, it is noted 
that nodes may also be used. In addition, although it has been described that the road map data are constituted 
by links or nodes for specifying all roads, it is noted that the data may also be constituted by link and node data 

40 of main arteries, if the memory capacity is not enough because of a great number of links and nodes. 

While the subjection invention has been described with relation to the preferred embodiments, various mod- 
ifications and adaptations thereof will now be apparent to those skilled in the art. All such modifications and 
adaptations as fall within the scope of the appended claims are intended to be covered thereby. 

45 

Claims 

1. In an optimum route determination apparatus which, according to a destination set by a vehicle operator, 
reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that destination out of a road map memory 
50 for a road map and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to the destination 

based on the road map data, said optimum route determination apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of specific points selected from said road map on the basis of a fixed criterion; 
an optimum route leading to each destination in which one of said specific points is a departure 
point and which has been calculated in advance; 
55 a route memory (38) having a route table in which data of an initial route (P1^p11^p12^p13^P2) 

leading from said one (PI) of said specific points to at least the next specific point (P2) through which said 
optimum route passes are stored in correspondence with said each destination and said one of said speci- 
fic points; 
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initialization means (6) forsetting a destination (p42), a specific point (P1) near to a vehicle's current 
location, and specific points (P2, P3, P4) along said optimum route; and 

initial route acquisition means (7) for retrieving said route table to acquire said data of said initial 
route in accordance with said destination (p42) and said specific point (P1 , P2, P3 or P4) set by said initial i- 
5 zation means (6). 

2. In an optimum route determination apparatus which, according to a destination set by a vehicle operator, 
reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that destination out of a road map memory 
and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to the destination based on the 

10 road map data, said optimum route determination apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of specific points selected from said road map data on the basis of a fixed criterion; 
an optimum route from each departure point in which one of said specific points is a destination 
and which has been calculated in advance; 

a route memory (3B) having a route table in which data of an end route between said one of said 
15 specific points and at least the next specific point through which said optimum route passes are stored in 

correspondence with said each departure point and said one of said specific points; 

initialization means (6) for setting a departure point, a specific point near to a destination of a trip, 
and specific points along said optimum route; and 

initial route acquisition means (7) for retrieving said route table to acquire said data of said end route 
20 in accordance with said departure point and said specific point set by said initialization means (6). 

3. An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (P1, p11, p12, etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
links. 

25 

4. An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (P1, p11, p12, etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
links. 

30 5. An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (P1, p11, p12, etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
nodes. 

6. An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said road map data comprise 
35 combination of nodes and links, and points (P1, p11, p12, etc.) on said road map are specified by said 

nodes. 

7. An optimum route detemnination apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said route table of said route 
memory (3B) has stored therein data of said initial route as a distance between said departure point (P1) 

40 and said destination (p42) is longer than a predetermined distance. 

8. An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said route table of said route 
memory (3B) has stored therein data of said end route as a distance between said departure point (PI) 
and said destination (p42) is longer than a predetermined distance. 

45 

9. In an optimum route determination apparatus which, according to a destination set by a vehicle operator, 
reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that destination outof a road map memory 
for a road map and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to the destination 
based on the road map data, said optimum route determination apparatus comprising: 

50 a plurality of specific points selected from said road map on the basis of a fixed criterion; 

an optimum route (L1) leading to each destination in which one of said specific points is a departure 
point and which has been calculated in advance; 

a route memory (38) having a route table in which data of an initial route leading from said one of 
said specific points to at least the next specific point through which said optimum route passes are stored 
55 in conrespondence with said each destination and said one of said specific points; 

initialization means (6) forsetting a destination (Q1), a specific point (PO) near to a vehicle's current 
location, and specific points (P1, P2, P3) along said optimum route; and 

initial route acquisition means (7) for retrieving said route table to acquire said data of said initial 
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route in accordance with said destination (Q1) and said specific point (PO, P1, P2, P3) set by said initiali- 
zation means (6); and 

wlien the same initial route is stored with respect to different destinations (Q1, Q2, Q3), said route 
table of said route memory (3B) having stored therein said the same initial route in correspondence with 
an aggregation (m2) of said different destinations. 

In an optimum route determination apparatus which, according to a destination set by a vehicle operator, 
reads road map data of an area containing a departure point and that destination out of a road map memory 
and which determines an optimum route leading from the departure point to the destination based on the 
road map data, said optimum route determination apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of specific points selected from said road map data on the basis of a fixed criterion; 

an optimum route (L1)from each departure point in which one of said specific points is a destination 
and which has been calculated in advance; 

a route memory (SB) having a route table in which data of an end route between said one of said 
specific points and at least the next specific point through which said optimum route passes are stored in 
correspondence with said each departure point and said one of said specific points; 

initialization means (6) for setting a departure point (PO), a specific point near to a destination of a 
trip, and specific points along said optimum route; and 

initial route acquisition means (7) for retrieving said route table to acquire said data of said end route 
in accordance with said departure point and said specific point set by said initialization means (6); and 

when the same end route is stored with respect to different destinations (Q1, Q2, Q3), said route 
table of said route memory (3B) having stored therein said the same end route in correspondence with an 
aggregation (m2) of said different destinations. 

An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (PO, p1 1 , p12, P1 , etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
links. 

An optimum route detemrii nation apparatus as set forth in claim 1 0, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (PO, p11 , p12, P1 , etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
links. 

An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (PO, p1 1 , p12, P1 , etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
nodes. 

An optimum route detenmination apparatus as set forth in claim 1 0, wherein said road map data comprise 
combination of nodes and links, and points (PO, p1 1 , p12, P1 , etc.) on said road map are specified by said 
nodes. 

An optimum route detenmination apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein said route table of said route 
memory (3B) has stored therein data of said initial route as a distance between said departure point (PO) 
and said destination (Q1) is longer than a predetemnined distance. 

An optimum route determination apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein said route table of said route 
memory (3B) has stored therein data of said end route as a distance between said departure point (PO) 
and said destination (Q1) is longer than a predetemnined distance. 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG.6 
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